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New Town News 

Monthly Newsletter of New Town Elementary School 

November  2016 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

Kudos are in order to our PTA for another great year of hosting 

Trunk or Treat. Students, staff and parents enjoyed this annual 

community involved event. Thank you NTES, PTA!  

 On November 1, 2016, fourth and fifth grade students had 

an opportunity to have a candid 

conversation about our branches of 

government with Senator Bobby 

Zirkin. Through questioning, New 

Town Elementary students facilitat-

ed their learning in asking Senator 

Zirkin thought provoking questions. 

We thank Senator Zirkin for this 

wonderful opportunity.  

 November will provide 

many opportunities to visit New 

Town Elementary to learn new and exciting information that will 

assist with the growth and development of our students! American 

Education Week gives parents/guardians the opportunity to visit 

classrooms from Monday, November 14th - Friday, November 18th. 

Additionally, in an effort to strengthen the home/school connec-

tion, parents should be on the lookout for grade level resources 

that can be implemented at home. A supplemental document will 

be forwarded next week.   

Our Vision 

Students at New Town Elementary participate in rigorous and responsive in-

struction that prepares them to meet the challenges and high expectations of 

college and career readiness. Our innovative teachers ensure learning through 

collaboration, critical thinking, communication, and creativity. 

Our Mission 

It is the mission of New Town Elementary School and its community to promote 

student achievement, celebrate diversity and create a nurturing and enthusiastic 

learning environment where lifelong learners will grow as productive members 

of society.  

Nov. 14-18 American Edu-

cation Week 

Nov. 24-25 Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

Nov. 28-Dec. 2 Book Fair 

Nov. 29 Reading Night 

6:30PM-8:30PM 

Dec. 9 School closes 3 

hours early for  

Professional 

Development 

Dec. 22 Winter break 

begins at end of 

day 

Jan. 3 School reopens 
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Dear New Town Parents, 

  

Thank you all so much for your great support during our just concluded Trunk or Treat event. You all 
made the evening special for our students and we appreciate all of you.  

  

This month we will be hosting Grandparent’s Day on Friday, November 18th, as part of American Edu-
cation Week Festivities. Join us for a fun-filled morning of activities and an opportunity for students to 
take professional quality pictures with their Grandparents (or special person in their life). Pictures will 
be taken courtesy of LifeTouch and available on the same day. Prices range from $25 to $45. You will 
also have an opportunity to visit your student(s) classroom. Please ensure you are set-up for identifica-
tion at the school office via the Raptor System. If you are not set-up, you are welcome to come prior to 
November 18th (between 10am and 2pm) to register in the system or complete the Raptor registration 
the day of the visit. RSVP were required no later than November 11, 2016. See flyers in your student’s 
folder for more details.  
  

We have also sent home packets for Claire’s Gourmet Fundraiser. We hope you will support us with 
this fall fundraiser. Your membership dues support the following activities: 

 Pay PTA National Dues for Each PTA Member 

 Sponsor all PTA related activities (Back to School Dance, Trunk or Treat, Behavior Reward Pro 

       gram) 

 Sponsor Administrative Requests (Workshops, Guest Speakers) 

 Sponsor Kindergarten Graduation 

 Sponsor 5th Grade Farewell 

Sponsor Teacher Welcome & Appreciation Breakfast & Teacher Supplies Reimbursement Programs 

  

We are THANKFUL for all your support and help to date. Enjoy your Thanksgiving Holiday. 
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During our November school counseling lessons, the students will be 
working on strategies to help them deal with conflict in a positive, pro-
ductive way.  Students are encouraged to utilize these strategies when 
faced with a problem.  Each time we visit your child’s class, we ask them 
to bring home a letter from the school counselor.  This letter can be 
used to have a discussion about the lesson taught that day.   

 
In addition, November is Attendance Awareness Month.  Please strive to make sure your child 
is present and on time each and every day!   

 
 

 Taryn Fremder 

tfremder@bcps.org 

 

Amanda Ragon  

aragon@bcps.org 

 

Student and Parent 

Safety 

In an effort to ensure safety for 

all students during the arrival and dismissal, please ad-

here to the motor vehicle traffic laws. Additionally, please cross the street where 

the crossing guards are assigned.  

 

Daily Arrival 

Please be reminded that the doors at New Town Elementary open at 9:15AM. 

To ensure safety, students should arrive at 9:15AM when staff are on duty.  

Counselors’ Corner 

mailto:aragon@bcps.org
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Chat from “The STAT” 

First, I would like to take the opportunity to thank so many parents/guardians for logging 

into BCPS One.  BCPS One is a “real time” resource, which allows students, as well as par-

ents, to monitor progress throughout the marking period.  If questions arise, please con-

tact your scholar’s teacher directly, through their BCPS email address. 

On Friday, November 11th, devices for Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 5 students ar-

rived in our building.  This is just another layer that will enhance your child’s learning and 

our teaching.  Device carts will be delivered to classrooms, within the upcoming week.   

As you know, there has been much discussion around the new Grading & Reporting poli-

cy, throughout the county.  In a learning cycle, there is instruction (acquisition of 

knowledge and skills), practice (refining, developing, and clarifying knowledge and skills), 

feedback, and then an application/evaluation of student learning. 

Through formative, non-graded assignments, minor summative assignments and major 

summative assignments, your learner’s body of evidence, to support their learning and 

growth, will be collected to support the identified standards.  Assignments will include, 

but are not limited to: daily classwork, learning checks, discussions, brief constructed re-

sponses, exit tickets, anecdotal records, extended projects, unit tests and culminating 

events.    

Learning occurs every day and every day is another opportunity to learn.  Learning is on-

going and as stated above, students will be assessed in a variety of ways, to demonstrate 

their understanding of grade level specific standards. 

As always, we appreciate your continued support and know that your contribution is im-

perative to this process.  If you have any BCPS One or curricular question, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mrs. Murphy, STAT Teacher, by email (tharrismurphy@bcps.org), 

phone, or scheduled meeting. ~Mrs. Murphy 

 

               Individually we are one drop, but together, we are an ocean! 
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¡Hola estudiantes,  familias y amigos de New Town!  

¡Buenos días!  Es otoño  y hace fresco             .  

My name is Señora Solakian, and I am your child’s 4th grade Spanish teacher. The students are 

finishing their first “mission”.  Each unit ends with a “mission” which is a project allowing students to 

apply what they have learned. Together the 4 missions form a year-long project. Grade 4 students will 

build a zoo.   The mission must be completed in complete sentences IN SPANISH.  All directions are in 

their cuaderno (notebook), which stays at school.  

      There are a lot of ways you can help your child at home to be as successful as possible throughout 
the year and even into next year. 

* Ask each week (on their Spanish class day) what they learned in class. 
 * Ask what they are working on in Middlebury and ask them to show you. (It’s self-paced.) 
 * Get some Spanish books out of the library. 
 * Remind your child to ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE in class at all times.  (This includes  
                  repeating the words/phrases, acting out the vocabulary, and following directions.)  

Here are the vocabulary concepts that we have learned in 
the 1st quarter: 

Hasta pronto,                                                                                                                   

Señora Solakian  

¿Cuál es tu color favorito? 

Mi color favorito es _______. 

Numbers 
1-31. 
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Library Learning Commons at NTES  "These are not books, 

lumps of lifeless paper, 

but minds alive on the 

shelves"   

 

 

 

It’s a new record! 345 stuffed animals for our 13th year donating furry friends for sick chil-
dren at the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center.  New Town Elementary joined forces with 7 other 
schools and came out over 2 days to stuff and donate stuffed animals.  The animals will be de-
livered to the hospital over the Thanksgiving and Winter holidays and then at various other 
points of the year at the hospital’s request.  We are so appreciative of the amazing acts of 
kindness that took place over the weekend.  Thank you so much for making a sick child’s situa-
tion a little more bearable and putting a smile on their little faces!   

 

 

 

The Monday after Thanksgiving will begin the week of the winter book 
fair.  This will be an exciting opportunity to purchase great books from Scho-
lastic.  The money raised helps to bring new materials into the library every 
year.  Our goal is to sell $7,000 worth of books.  Our family night event will be 
on Tuesday, November 29th from 6:30PM-8:30PM.  The only forms of payment 
allowed are cash and credit cards.  The school does NOT accept checks.  We 
look forward to seeing our students get great books to become part of their 
home libraries. 

Calling all Volunteers 
 

Volunteers are important members of Team BCPS and help our professional staff sustain effective learning 
environments, enrich the education and experiences of students and build critical partnerships to increase 
achievement for all students. As a volunteer, you are essential to the educational process, as you bring your 
knowledge and skills into our school and strengthen classroom instruction.   
 
Before volunteering in any BCPS school or office, each volunteer candidate, must complete and turn in to 
their child’s teacher an application for the volunteer service and the volunteer training annually. You can find 
these documents and training video on the BCPS website under parent volunteers. http://www.bcps.org/
community/volunteer_info/ 

  
We look forward to having you help our students grow! 

 

https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=xPHteHuKbSQuHlTZjZyhj1uQKg73iutjlCipigCHwb5BxkyOp9_SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBiAGMAcABzAC4AbwByAGcALwBjAG8AbQBtAHUAbgBpAHQAeQAvAHYAbwBsAHUAbgB0AGUAZQByAF8AaQBuAGYAbwAvAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bcps.org%2fcommuni
https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=xPHteHuKbSQuHlTZjZyhj1uQKg73iutjlCipigCHwb5BxkyOp9_SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBiAGMAcABzAC4AbwByAGcALwBjAG8AbQBtAHUAbgBpAHQAeQAvAHYAbwBsAHUAbgB0AGUAZQByAF8AaQBuAGYAbwAvAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bcps.org%2fcommuni
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Nurse’s Notes from Your School Nurse  
Cold and Flu Season has begun.  Please keep children home 24 hours fever free WITHOUT fever reducers so 

that your child will not relapse or spread illnesses.  Review with your child(ren) the importance of hand hy-

giene, cough etiquette, blowing nose into tissues, and keeping hands away from eyes, mouth.  Email if your 

child has been diagnosed with a contagious illness such as influenza or strep.   

Free flu vaccine while supply lasts Nov. 21, 2016 3-7:00 PM.  See the attached. 

The Kinsa Free thermometer Fluency program has gotten off to a great start.  There are 111 families to 

date in the group.  To receive your free ($20 value) thermometer:  download the free Kinsa app; agree to all 

prompts and skip any thermometer set up; select “Profiles” and create profiles for each member of the fami-

ly; select “Groups” from your menu and search for New Town Elementary; click “join Group” and enter your 

email and shipping details.  The thermometer will be delivered directly to your home.   

I have an old android and it says it is not compatible, but it is.  Learn more about the program at 

www.getkinsa.com.  You can enter notes that stay ANONYMOUS but can report fevers and symptoms that 

we can all watch out for.  I track trends. 

ALL children need to have a change of weather appropriate clothes available at school!  ANYONE can spill 

milk, slip in the mud, or have a bathroom accident.   

Cough drops:  children can carry their own – however, no more than 3 UNMEDICATED per day (after break-

fast, after lunch, and mid-afternoon) AND the little baggie must contain a note that says my child, XXX has 

permission to carry. Sign and date, please. 

 

Place this number in your phones:  443-394-2670 as the SCHOOL NURSE so you recognize that you are try-

ing to be reached by health personnel.  And you may email me at dlyman@bcps.org if you have questions. 

 

Bundle up and be prepared for crazy weather changes!    Donna Lyman, MS, RN, NCSN  

http://www.getkinsa.com
mailto:dlyman@bcps.org
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